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Guatemale can perbaps be called the United States' "soft
underbelly.®
| It was once before. The MNagis used Guatemale in the esrly
stages of World ¥Wer II as & base fer their espionage eperatlens.
The Hagie used Guatemsla particulerly as a bage for gathering
information whish helped Nagi submsrines eink a great deal of
American tennage.

Nev the Seviete are using Ouatemala. In any het var, unless
the present Guatemalan eituatien chn%eg. they will be able te
use the ceuntry fer submarine warfare espionsge, just as the
Fagis d1d. And in the cold war, the Seviets sre using Guatemala
far mere inteneively and effectively than the Nasis ever did.

Let's see what kind ef & bage the Boviets have in Guatemala.
The President ef the ceuntry, Jacebe Arbens Gusmsn, i¢ not
exactly & Cemmunist, but he might as well be ens, gonsidering
the services he renders to the Kremlin. Ho net enly lets the
Cemzmunist Party grev, dut eperste at will. He has teld many
peeple, including American diplemats, that he {s 100 per cent
behind the semcalled “secinl referm® plans of the Oemmnistes.

He has Aleo %eld meny peeple that he can handle the Cemmnists
12 they get tee ambitious. Presideat Arbens! attitude teward
the Cemmumists is very reminisoent ef certein peeple who called
the Chinese Commnists enly "agrarian refermers.”

Preeident Arbenz has an attraoctive, talented, and energetic

vife. She is net quite an Evita Peron, but she i{e trying hard
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te become ene. Hewever, her political leanings are very mch
pinker than Evita's. Fer the last seversl months she has besn
taking instructien from Cemmmist Andestrinaters. ‘ o

The tep Esd in Custemals s bospsoteoled, w,h-lnking
pan named Jese Mamel Fertuny. Ko has Jjust wﬁ 3 fnnneks
in the Kremlin.

A censervative sstiimse 1s that Fertuny sad et least 100
cher Gﬁatamun Commnists have bLeen intensively snd uwfuily
trained ir the Seviet Unden. |

Mt guessee on the sise of Cemmanist Perty Mberdxlp
places it between 1,500 ead 3,000. Tale h & such pere fomaa-uc
and wash more gehesive peliticsl force then the pearly erganised
anti-Cezmminte o=n mueier.

$his Cemmunist sggregatien bas skilu'ully infiltrated &
great deal ef Guatemalan public sud private life. In koy epets
fn the sllegedly men-Communist perties, you can find Cemmniste.
There are Oemmnicte in key Gevernment pests. There are
Cemmmiste throughout the scheel systen.

The laber field ie riddled wvith Cemmuniste. The Red besezan
there is Vietor Namuel Outierres. Gutierres {n turn is & elese
friend and willing pupil ef Vigente Lembarde Teledsno, the
Mexiesn whe heads up the Communist laber underground threughout
Centrsl and Seuth America. At OGutierres! bidding, Guatemalen

{ndustrisl and rural vorkers, whe would much rather earn & dayle
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wagos, are cempelled te strike, part!.malarly le.niaat euch Amsrican
enterprises in mtemn as the Hntted Fruit Cempany, the !ntewa»
tionn)l Rallweys ef contul mm. FM. and the ﬂ'cprosa llcetuca
de Guatemala, & muwu o: ﬁéarm and Fereign Pever Compary.

The Guatemnlan Oumlsts den't confine thﬂir Mtlﬂtl&a te
their ewn country. They trein Cemmnist agents snd leaders for
other Central and Sonth m;zm countries. They subsidize sad-
version t.hronghmt Lats.a Amors.ea my pnvtd» a haven for
Commmists oxiled from ether Seuth Anlriean countries.

As far #s the United Btates 1e concerned, the Guatemalan
Gommntcta are ameng the Imdoai shmters about mm
lmporla.um and Americor intervention. TFortuny, Gutierves, ana
their friends bAve as little regard for the facts abaut the -
United States a@ Cemmuniete anyvhere else in the world. They
fust say wvhat the Krenlin tells them. |

The situatien is bad, bv.t the Gmtm&lan Communists have
their wesk peinte. m nest !.mpnmm of them probabdly u
scenanic. The ceuntry depends very heavily ea its twe prinoipal
expert cr:;ﬁ. coffes and besAnmas. Coffee acowunts fer 80 pei
cent of Cuatemale's exports. Interestingly enough, the Cemxmnistea
here have the same weakness that plagued the Fagis. Vhen Guatemela
during Werld ¥ar II came in en the side of the Allies, it expre-
priated the German-owned ceffee firms end with that the back ef

German strength in the gountry vwas breken.



There are internmal weaknesses tes. The Gmtmlan puplo
are strongly religleus and that ie going o be s twtﬁj in
their attituds tovard Cemmunism. Them, toe, the Gmtm
Army which hae se fur been leyal to the Cemmuniset ﬁgﬁq.‘ ‘.
may net elways play ball with 1. !’Mly. it 1s hard t‘
believe that as fallacieus and barbareus & philesephy sl:..
Comrunism ozn leng be palatadle ¢e I-atin Amsricans er W "
other peeple. ‘



